TRIBUNE UPDATE

Ty takes high-lead doll out of stores

Toymaker changes Jammin' Jenna shoes


The red shoes of Jammin' Jenna, the popular Ty Inc. doll, exceeded Illinois lead limits. (Tribune photo by Heather Stone / October 9, 2007)
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Facing increasing pressure from authorities, a major toymaker has removed lead-tainted dolls from store shelves across the state, the Illinois attorney general's office said Tuesday.

Ty Inc. said it has replaced its popular Jammin' Jenna dolls with a redesigned version, the state said. Now, the toy's shoes are made of cloth and not vinyl, the part of the product that showed high lead levels.

"While we are pleased with the results, it is unfortunate it took weeks to get them to take these steps," said Cara Smith, deputy chief of staff to Illinois Atty. Gen. Lisa Madigan.

Ty officials could not be reached for comment Tuesday night.

The state and Ty, which is based in Westmont, had been at odds since last fall when testing by the Tribune found that the doll and a variety of other toys sold in the Chicago area contained high levels of lead, a metal that can cause learning delays in children.

A day later, the attorney general's office demanded that retailers and manufacturers cease sales of the tainted toys identified by the newspaper. Most companies complied, Smith said, but Ty agreed only to stop distributing new Jammin' Jennas to retailers. The company refused to pull those dolls still on shelves, Smith said.

Unsatisfied, the state began testing the dolls and considering legal action against the company. The dispute was detailed Tuesday in a Page 1 story in the Tribune.

On Tuesday afternoon, Smith said, a Ty lawyer called the attorney general's office and said that the company had pulled the dolls from shelves the first week in January. Smith said it was unclear why Ty waited until Tuesday to tell the state of this action.

In previous interviews, Ty representatives have said the company is not violating state law because federal rules supersede it. While the state bans vinyl toys that exceed 600 parts per million of lead, federal law does not.

But both the state attorney general's office and the federal Consumer Product Safety Commission have said that the Illinois ban is valid because states can adopt their own rules where no federal law exists.

Ty's action Tuesday appears to have averted a possible court fight and what would have been the first test of Illinois' strict lead laws.

